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| Fruits of a Secretarial Visit 


What the Baptist World Alliance means, or can 
mean, to a single national Baptist Convention was 
described in the report of the Youth Committee 
‘ofthe Japan Baptist Convention in its evaluation 
of the visit made to Japan by the BWA youth 
secretary in late 1954. 
While deploring the fact that a short trip could 


F F not give much opportunity for many to get to know 


f 


the visitor personally and intimately, our Japanese 

‘friends are grateful for their contact with the 
(Their only previ- 
‘ ous direct contact was with the late Dr. J. H. 
| Rushbrooke who, as general secretary, visited many 
of Japan’s Baptist churches in 1936, according to 
' word from our friend the Rev. Marlin D. Farnum 


, 4 of New York.) 


| One important result of Youth Secretary Soren- 
_ son’s visit was a strengthening of Baptist unity in 
Japan, according to the committee’s report. His 


| J visit occasioned the first joint meeting of the 
"young people of the Japan Baptist Convention 
_ (affiliated chiefly with the work of the Southern 
Baptist Convention, U.S.A. ) and Shinsei-Kai (Bap- 
‘tists affiliated with the American Baptist Foreign 


It likewise 


;.| brought about the first fellowship meeting of the 


if f Mission Society of New York). 


; Japan missionaries of the two American missions. 


_ Said the Youth Committee of the Japan Con- 
vention: “It helped us to appreciate what other 
‘ groups are doing for the Lord. We tend to think 


‘T that our own group has a monopoly of God’s 


blessings and the burden of the evangelistic work.” 

They declared that the visit of Mr. Sorenson 
also helped to give wider outlook on Christian 
work; to encourage the church members to dis- 
cover and develop their own methods; to help 
them realize that redemption is for all phases of 
life; to grasp that religion is for the whole man, 
not just for his intellect and will but for his 
emotional life as well; to help the young people 
realize that they are a highly important part of 


_ the life of the churches; and to help them all to 


realize that they are part of a worldwide fellowship 
through the Baptist World Alliance. 

A.T.O. 
Bibles for Russia 


At regular intervals our office receives inquiries 
from various parts of the United States regarding 
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some agent or agency claiming to work for the 
spreading of Bibles behind the Iron Curtain, espe- 
cially in Russia. They report that certain in- 
dividuals are canvassing their church or com- 
munity for funds to finance the work of more or 
less unknown organizations. 

To all such queries the BWA secretary wishes 
to reply that, so far as the U.S.A. is concerned, 
the American Bible Society, 450 Park Avenue, 
New York 22, New York, is the agency to trust 
with funds for Russian Bible production and dis- 
tribution. Baptists will be wise to channel their 
offerings through this well-established, worldwide 


Bible house. 
A.T.O. 


Administrative Committee Meets February 4 


Dr. Ernest A. Payne of London, general secre- 
tary of the Baptist Union of Great Britain and 
Ireland, who carries the main responsibility for 
local arrangements for the Baptist world congress 
July 16-22, is expected to attend the meeting of 
the Administrative Committee of the Alliance in 
Washington February 4. Robert S. Denny, chair- 
man of the BWA Youth Committee, Nashville, 
Tennessee, is also expected. 

This will be one of a series of meetings of the 
congress program committee, working out de- 
tails of sessions of the seven-day golden jubilee 
Baptist congress. 

The Arsenal Football ground, which can accom- 
modate a crowd of 65,000, has been secured for 
the final session, Friday evening July 22, when 
Dr. Billy Graham speaks. This stadium is at High- 
bury Hill, London, and is easily accessible from 
the city by tube (underground) which goes di- 
rectly to it. All other sessions will be held in the 
Royal Albert Hall, the largest auditorium in Lon- 


don. 
Asta 
Pakistan 
The Australian missionary, the Rev. N. — 


gal writes: 

“Last April we completed the transfer of control 
of all our Australian work in the Garo area to the 
Garo Baptist Union. We Australians now work 
as servants of that Union. This measure has 








greatly helped our people to realize the true place 
of the Baptist Church, and it is a joy to see them 
slowly entering their heritage.” 


The Philippines 


The people of Mati, a town on the eastern shore 
of Mindanao, P.I., where a small Baptist hospital 
has recently been established, have petitioned the 
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board for 
evangelists as well as doctors and nurses. One 
petition signed by 52 leading citizens reached the 
board before the hospital was opened in March, 
1954. A missionary couple was appointed, helped 
organize a Baptist church, then received a sum- 
mons by the Philippine Baptist Mission to do 
publication work in Manila. 

A second petition by the people of Mati ex- 
pressed love and gratitude for the missionaries, 
and declared that there was now “a void in this 
part of the Philippines.” 


Europe 
Great Britain 


A radio mission to London-in-Essex was con- 
ducted in October in co-operation with the British 
Broadcasting Corporation, in an attempt to over- 
come the natural handicap which all religious 
broadcasting sustains: the lack of evangelistic 
follow-up. 

Baptist, Anglican, Congregational, Methodist 
and Presbyterian churches within that part of the 
city which lies in the county of Essex took part. 
First a house-to-house canvass by volunteer work- 
ers was made of the whole area, to invite resi- 
dents to tune in on the special broadcasts. The 
religious radio programs took place on four con- 
secutive Sundays, in the “Home Service” program, 
the “Sunday Half Hour” and “Lift Up Your 
Heart” programs, featuring messages by four emi- 
nent preachers. 

The canvass and the broadcasts were followed 
by missions, or series of meetings, held in local 
churches. Some churches invited guest preachers, 
others held services conducted by their own minis- 
ters. A big civic meeting in the town hall on 
or about the final Sunday of the campaign launched 
the special mission for some areas. 


Hungary 

The annual meeting of Hungarian Baptists was 
held November 4-5 with nearly 200 delegates from 
all parts of Hungary attending. This meeting fol- 
lowed the meeting of the National Presidential 
Council of the Hungarian Baptist Union Novem- 
ber 2, to prepare the agenda for the larger meet- 
ing and to consider some questions of principle. 
A pastors’ conference was held November 3, with 
lectures on the New Testament Church, the ecu- 
menical work in Hungary, the World Council of 
Churches meeting in Evanston, and the actual 
problems of preaching. 





President Ladislas Szabo, in his report to the 
Baptists of Hungary, said: “On the basis of oy 
rights guaranteed in the Constitution we are fre. 
to work and have our church services, in the 
course of which we may deal with our childrep 
and young people. In this field our preacher; 
and congregations have a great responsibility.” 


Italy 


Hospitality to Baptists as individuals or jp 
groups is offered by the Baptist seminary (Istituty 
Filadelfia) at Rivoli, near Turin, Italy before and 
after the Baptist world congress in London next 
summer. In the absence of the president of the 
school, Dr. Ben R. Lawton, now on furlough in the 
United States, advance arrangements should he 
made with the director, the Rev. Vincenzo Vene. 
ziano, Via Luigi Colla, 4, Rivoli (Torino), Italia, 

Since this school was reopened in 1949, 15 men 
have been graduated to enter various fields of 
Christian service. 


A new Baptist church has recently been organ. | 
ized at Centocelle near Rome, with the chapel of | 


the Baptist orphanage serving as the house of 
worship. 

The new president of the Baptist Union of Italy 
is the Rev. Ernesto Corsani, pastor from Genoa. 
About 150 attended the annual conference of Bap- 
tist churches held in September. 


The Netherlands 


The district of the “disaster” of January, 1953, 
has received special attention from Dutch Baptists, 
with the financial help from BWA sources, during 
the past year. A report from the secretary on 
evangelism of the Baptist Union of the Nether- 
lands, Dr. J. Broertjes of Arnhem, reads: 

“The population of this district is partly ultra- 
Calvinistic and partly modernistic. In the Cal- 


vinistic towns and villages the churches are. 


crowded, but there is no belief in the Saviour 
Jesus Christ. The moral life is often bad. In 


the modernistic parts the men are cold and in- | 


different to the gospel. But due to the disaster, 
the folk are more open to the love of God. 
“For this work a preacher was called in 1953. 
His salary is paid by the Dutch Baptists. He has 
built up a fine program for action to reach the 
population. With BWA funds, a car and a loud- 
speaker were bought. In this car the pastor, the 
Rev. M. de Jong, together with Rotterdam pas 
tors, visits the villages. A special evangelistic 








publication is distributed to every home visited. | 
Many church members of the city help with this | 


house-to-house visitation program. Open-air meet- 
ings have been organized, and thousands of people 
have heard of the saving power of Christ in this 
way. During the winter months, we visit less but 
seek to enlist people in Bible study and fellow- 
ship. The work is very difficult but the interest 
is good and the government and population are in 
sympathy with the effort.” 
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Latin Amttica 

Bolivia 

In his messages in Australia, BWA President 
Lord described the meeting of a thousand Bap- 
tists on the shores of Lake Titicaca in Bolivia 
during his tour of South America. The romance 
of the Canadian Baptist Mission at Guatajata, 60 
miles from La Paz on the Pan American highway 
where this Baptist gathering took place, is pub- 
lished in a recent issue of The Maritime Baptist 
(Canada). 

Two Italian brothers named Antonio and John 
Chiriotto left home about the end of the last cen- 
tury, lived for a time in Buenos Aires, Argentina, 
then in Peru, and settled in Los Angeles, where 
John became a citrus fruit grower and Antonio 
a miller. 

An avowed infidel, Antonio was sold a copy of 
the Bible by a persistent colporteur, and at the 
Peniel Hall Mission in the city he had a deep reli- 
gious experience which inspired him to commit 
himself to the spread of the gospel. About 1905 
it led him to consider South America, and he went 
to Argentina to open a mission. When he learned 
that the law would not allow him to will his money 
to an evangelical church, he left Argentina by 
train and muleback for Bolivia. He made a will 
in July, 1911, bequeathing his fortune, $45,000 in 
gold “for the education and evangelization of the 
Indians of Bolivia,” and named three men of La 
Paz to administer the trust under the name, 
“Peniel Hall Society.” Fragments of land total- 
ing 1,000 acres from the shore of Lake Titicaca 
into the hills were purchased for the Peniel Hall 
Farm, to demonstrate good agricultural methods 
and carry on evangelism among the Aymara In- 
dians who inhabit the Altoplano. Then Antonio 
died. 

The Society, in order to give permanence to the 
project, asked the Baptist Mission established in 
1898 in Bolivia, to take over the educational and 
evangelistic work. The Mission agreed to put an 
agricultural expert on the farm as soon as pos- 
sible, to fulfill Antonio’s wishes, for “he wanted 
to put potatoes to work for God.” Both agricul- 
tural and evangelistic missionaries have lived and 
died for Guatajata since that day, and by their 
work have so improved the standard of living of 
that community that it is recognized as the most 
prosperous spot in the whole plateau of thousands 
of square miles. 

Missionary E. C. Merrick grasped the solution 
to the basic opposition of the Indians toward this 
project. “We must give our Farm Indians their 
freedom,” he declared, and in five years he was 
able to accomplish this. The Agrarian Reform 
of Bolivia is said to be modelled after the Mis- 
sion’s plan for emancipation. 

Aymara Indians have been trained and are 
teaching and conducting worship services in six 
churches and 21 Sunday schools with 800 attend- 


ing; and a day school of 1300. The Mission is 
now striving to exploit for Guatajata the findings 
of experiments being conducted in Bolivia by the 
United States Foreign Operations program. 


Brazil 


Dr. Edgar F. Hallock, Jr., has been elected the 
director of the Baptist Publishing House, Rio de 
Janeiro, by the unanimous vote of the Brazilian 
Baptist Sunday School Board. He went to Brazil 
as a missionary of the Southern Baptist Convention 
in 1941, and two years later became director of 
the Sunday School Department of the Board. 

The publishing house during 1953 produced 28 
books with 229,008 copies; 19 pamphlets with 
75,214 copies; 97 tracts with 595,200 copies; 48 
quarterlies with 646,150 copies; 53 issues of the 
weekly Baptist paper O Jornal Batista with a total 
of 466,075 copies. 





Meet a Vice-President 


Dr. Gunnar Westin is 
Regius professor of 
church history, Univer- 
sity of Uppsala, Swe- 
den. An internationally 
known scholar, he is au- 
thor of many books and 
countless articles. He 
was president of the 
Swedish Baptist Young 
People’s Union 1922-31, 
and addressed the third 

Baptist World Congress, 
Stockholm, 1923, as a youth representative. He 
has served the Swedish Baptist Union as editor, 
preacher, and member of the mission board, and 
continues to teach in Bethel Theological Seminary. 
He was elected a BWA vice-president in 1950. Dr. 
Westin’s latest book, “The Free Church through 
the Centuries,” is just off the press and a Ger- 
man translation is due. It is to be hoped that 
this superb work, unique in theological literature, 
will be made available in English. Mrs. Westin 
is active in the women’s work of Swedish Baptist 
churches. She and Dr. Westin have three children. 








“It is common knowledge,” says Professor E. G. 
Homrighausen of Princeton in the World Christian 
Handbook of 1952, “that the evangelical Church in 
Brazil is the fastest growing Church in the world. 
Between 1911 and 1938 the evangelical strength 
of South America increased 88 per cent, but in 
Brazil it increased 624 per cent. No mission-field 
can match it. The real reason for this phenomenal 
growth is the zeal and vigor of the evangelical 
congregations.” 

Dr. W. C. Taylor, for 40 years a missionary of 
Southern Baptists in Brazil, is authority for the 
claim that the growth of Baptists in the same 
period cited by Dr. Homrighausen was 1200 per 
cent. 











Five airplanes, all operated by missionary 
pilots, now serve the Southern Baptist (USA) 
mission fields of Brazil. The latest was dedicated 
December 19 at the Raleigh-Durham (North Caro- 
lina) airport. It is the gift of a church whose 
pastor and wife were foreign mission volunteers 
but due to a health problem did not qualify for 
appointment. 


The Baptists of La Corumfia, Spain, have been 
formally constituted a church of 43 charter mem- 
bers, affiliated with the Baptist Evangelical Union. 
It is the first Baptist church in northern Spain. 
For two years the members have paid rent for a 
hall with pews, pulpit and seats for a hundred, 
awaiting a reply to their request for permission 
to use it. They continue to hold services in their 
homes. Four Baptist churches in Spain have been 
closed by government order. 


Nyasaland, a British protectorate in Central 
Africa, will become a mission field of the Southern 
Baptist Convention (USA) as soon as missionary 
personnel can be provided. 


Czech Baptists, meeting in Prague October 
29-30, 1954, issued a statement through the 
Ecumenical Press Service, Geneva, saying, “We 
support with our prayers all sincere efforts of 
mankind for the preservation of world peace.” 


President of the Baptist Union of Pakistan, 
India, Burma, and Ceylon, Dr. V. E. Devadutt, is 
visiting professor at Ohio Wesleyan University. 
He is dean of the School of Theology at Seram- 
pore, India. 


Denmark plans to send about 300 scouts and 
young people to the Baptist world congress next 
July 16-22 in London. 


Australian Baptist churches designated their 
1954 Christmas offering for BWA relief work. 


American Baptist missionary Dr. George W. 
Carpenter, veteran of the Congo, has recently been 
made a Chevalier of the Belgian Order of Leo- 
pold II. During his ministry in Africa, he in- 
stalled a hydraulic plant at Banza Manteke. He 
is now secretary of the Africa Committee of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
U.S.A. 


The bilingual Baptist church at Encarnacion, 
Paraguay, has now become two churches, one 
Spanish and one Russian. The Russian immi- 
grants of the Encarnacion congregation, now 
being an independent church of the Paraguayan 
Convention, seek a fully qualified pastor. 


Jamaican Baptist churches were hosts to 58 
ministers and laymen for a week’s preaching mis- 
sion sponsored by the Evangelism Department of 
the Baptist General Convention of Texas. 

William Axling, traveling evangelist for the 
Kyodan (United Church of Christ in Japan), who 
went to Japan first in 1901 and is now 81 years 
old, was one of four persons officially commended 


as “honorary citizens” of Tokyo before a croyj 
of 3,000 gathered recently to commemorate a 
anniversary of the city. Dr. Axling is the fry 
foreigner to become an honorary citizen of Tokyy 
He is a retired missionary of the American Ba 
tist Foreign Mission Society. 







A church within a church, at their own requeg 
has been organized by 19 Japanese-Ameri 
adults baptized in North Shore Baptist Chure) 
Chicago, Lllinois. The Japanese, who have wo, 
shipped in the church for eight months, wer 
immersed by a student pastor, Nathaniel Sona¢ 
of Tokyo, now in school at Wheaton, Illinois, 














Rio de Janeiro’s Baptist Training School {y 
young women graduated 14 students Novembe 
27. The Brazilian Home and Foreign Missio 
Boards had immediate openings for most of them 


A church library has been established in ‘the 
Grace Baptist Church, Taipei, Formosa, by the 
Church Library Service of the (Southern) Bay 
tist Sunday School Board, Nashville, Tennessee, 
It is one of 14 church libraries outside the U.S.A. 
serviced by that agency. 


















Korean Baptist relief workers welcome CARE 
parcels. Money for relief purposes goes a long 
way: $10 supports a child under 15 years of age 
for a month; $15 supports a student in the sem- 
inary; $35 is what it costs for a pastor to live 
and support his family. ; 








Evangelism for the deaf is the ultimate pur 
pose of a course in sign language taught at New 
Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary once a 
week. A course in dactylology, the name for 
this type of speech, may be introduced into the 
regular curriculum. 









Limbe, Haiti, Christian Hospital now has a 
power plant and lighting facilities as a result of 
the visit of a Baptist layman from Iowa, who 
installed it. Gerald Farnsworth, owner of an elec- 
trical supply house, was one of several Baptists 
who saw the needs of the new American Baptist 
hospital on a visit to Haiti in 1954. 













Guadalajara (Mexico) Baptist Association, in- 
cluding three states, sponsored a simultaneous 
evangelistic campaign during Christmas week, in 
which 10 churches and 22 missions participated. 
Students from the seminary at Torreon and the 
two Baptist student homes in the city helped the 
pastors and missionaries. A total of 324 profes 
sions of faith resulted. 











Esperance Bay, the ship chartered by Austral: 
ian Baptists for the voyage to London in 1955, 
is now booked solid by Australian and New Zea 
land pilgrims to the Golden Jubilee gathering 
July 16-22. It has 500 berths. 


New President of the Burma Baptist Conven- 
tion is Saya Ai Pan, pastor in Namkham and 
head of the Shan Bible School. 




















